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INVESTMENT OUTCOME
NEW BEGINNINGS, USA

Your world isn’t confined to a single set of geographic 
coordinates, neither should your investments be.

At Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management, our priority is to serve 
your financial goals and we recognise that these goals are 
often broad, diverse and global. By understanding these goals, 
we are able to tailor our service and recommendations to help 
you go wherever you would like your investments to take you.
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This document is directed at investors categorised as professional under the rules of the 
Financial Conduct Authority and is not intended for onward distribution to retail clients.

Where will 
your investments 
take you?
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In the UK and Europe, our investment professionals 
manage and administer over £11 billion* of assets  
on behalf of over 12,000 clients from our offices in 
London, Guernsey, Isle of Man and Jersey.

We offer you a range of core wealth management  
services that includes:

• Portfolio Management 

• Broking Services

• Wealth Planning 

We are a wholly owned subsidiary of Canaccord Genuity 
Group Inc., a publicly traded company under the symbol 
CF on the Toronto Stock Exchange and the symbol CF. on 
the London Stock Exchange. Canaccord Genuity Group 
Inc. is a leading financial services firm operating in wealth 
management and capital markets.

*As at 30 June 2015.

When your clients invest 
with Canaccord Genuity 
Wealth Management they 
have access to a broad array 
of wealth management 
solutions to simplify their 
busy life and help them 
achieve their financial and 
lifestyle goals.

About Canaccord Genuity 
Wealth Management
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INVESTMENT OUTCOME
ENJOYING THE QUIET LIFE, THE LAKE DISTRICT

 
Our GPS Optimized Portfolios aim to provide 
your client with steadier returns so that the 

path to achieving their financial goal does 
not get in the way of enjoying life itself.

3GPS Optimized Portfolios



4 GPS Optimized Portfolios

Investing 
without the drama

GPS Optimized Portfolios 
are a unique investment 
solution, providing a 
powerful tool for managing 
volatility and risk which 
can complement any 
wealth strategy.

At Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management, we 
recognise that managing the risk to your client’s 
invested capital is the cornerstone of a complete 
investment strategy. Through the development of our 
proprietary risk model which incorporates the Market 
Stress Indicator (MSI), we have created our Optimized 
Portfolios, which aim to insulate the core of your client’s 
investments from dramatic market highs and lows.

Our proprietary, volatility led process is only available 
from Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management. The 
Optimized Portfolios are adjusted to help achieve your 
client’s investment objectives while endeavouring to 
cap risk, and therefore reduce the magnitude of loss, 
at the risk level suited to their investment objective.

The process underpinning our approach has been 
recognised as a best-in-class investing discipline. Our 
successful investment strategy received the Gold 
Standard Award for Discretionary Portfolio Management 
in 2012 and 2013, as well as a five-star rating by 
independent research firm Defaqto in 2014 and 2015.
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Features

• Innovative, forward-looking risk  
management framework

• Advanced approach to portfolio diversification

• Award-winning investment process aiming to cap 
volatility during market setbacks

• Global expertise from Canaccord Genuity  
thought leaders

Benefits

• A smoother, more confident path toward achieving 
your client’s investment objectives

• Potential to reduce the risk to your client’s portfolio 
during periods of market volatility

• Focus on reducing the potential for capital loss

• Exclusive access to global investment ideas  
and opportunities

Risks

• As with any investments there are no guarantees 

• Your client’s capital is at risk. The value of 
investments and the income from them can go down 
as well as up and they may not get back the amount 
originally invested

• You should remember that past performance is not a 
reliable indicator of future results 

• Global portfolios may be exposed to geopolitical and 
currency risks

No products offered by Canaccord Genuity 
Wealth Management provide capital protection, 
we aim to cap volatility to indicative tolerance 
levels however, this cannot be guaranteed. 
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The evolution of 
risk management 

To help you navigate a smoother, more confident path 
to your client’s financial future, we have developed 
our proprietary Market Stress Indicator (MSI).

The MSI which has been embedded in the investment 
process – has been developed to assist us in 
seeking to identify periods where markets might be 
vulnerable to meaningful declines and traditional 
diversification is undermined due to increased 
correlation between asset classes. The objective 
of our forward-looking, dynamic asset allocation is 
to anticipate periods of significant market volatility, 
caused by this increase in correlation, and adjust our 
models to insulate the core of your client’s investment, 
thus guiding investors towards steadier returns.

Our Market Stress Indicator (MSI) gives us an output 
from 1 to 5 based on the observed conditions. Numbers 
1-3 are normal, 4-5 indicates stressed conditions.

GPS Optimized Portfolios 
use a forward-looking  
process to evaluate risk, 
providing a truly unique 
investment opportunity.
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S4º38’66”
E55º31’27”

INVESTMENT OUTCOME
CHARTING YOUR OWN COURSE, SEYCHELLES

 
Whatever destination your client has in mind 

for their life and their wealth, they expect their 
investment portfolio to keep them on course. 

7GPS Optimized Portfolios
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N51º9’56”
W115º48’37”

INVESTMENT OUTCOME
A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE, CANADA

GPS Optimized Portfolios use a 
forward-looking process to evaluate 
risk, providing a truly unique 
investment opportunity.  
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As illustrated below, research tells us that over the long 
term it is far more important for investors to avoid the 
worst market losses than it is to capture the largest 
gains. With this in mind, GPS Optimized Portfolios do not 
try to time the market. Instead, the portfolios aim to help 
to get you out of harm’s way, when periods of intense 
volatility are approaching.

A focus on 
avoiding losses

Avoiding the losses 

Meaningful 
outperformance is about 
avoiding the worst periods 
of negative returns.

Investment involves risk. The value of 
investments and the income from them can 
go up as well as down and you may not get 
back the amount originally invested.
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Traditional investment management relies on 
historical measures of risk that can underestimate 
a portfolio’s exposure to capital loss in times 
of market stress. GPS Optimized Portfolios 
use a sophisticated, forward looking process 
that seeks to overcome these problems. 

The GPS Optimized  
Portfolios investment 
philosophy

As the credit crunch demonstrated, when risk assets 
deliver unusually large negative returns, they tend to 
become significantly more positively correlated with 
other risk assets, with which they may not normally have 
a strong relationship. Assets commonly thought of as 
diversifiers, such as commodities, actually do not behave 
as such when we really need them to the most. Unless 
we recognise that asset correlations change in times 
of market stress, it will not be possible to maintain a 
meaningfully diversified portfolio when such stress occurs.

Dynamic Portfolio

Our dynamic portfolio positioning means that our asset 
allocation is boldly cautious during periods of financial 
turbulence. As rising risk is identified in a portfolio, it is 
rebalanced away from the benchmark asset allocation, 
towards historically less volatile asset classes i.e. bonds 
and cash in order to reduce potential capital loss. 

Asset Allocation

Our asset allocation process has been developed 
by expertise from across Canaccord Genuity. We 
perform a quantitative screening on the investment 
universe, followed by a bottom-up fundamental 
review, with input from our specialist investment 
committees, and then we put the asset allocation 
framework through the rigours of the risk model, which 
is very quantitative and unemotional. From there, it 
goes through our risk model to optimize a series of 
portfolios with different thresholds of volatility. 

Optimized Portfolios

Our Optimized portfolios are run against a series of in-
house, optimised benchmarks, spread out across the 
risk-return curve. Which offer your clients a genuinely 
risk-rated choice. These benchmarks provide us with 
the level at which the volatility cap will be set.
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GPS Optimized Portfolios investment process

Portfolio volatility parameters

Optimized #2 Optimized #3 Optimized #4 Optimized #5 Optimized #6

Volatility cap 2% 3% 6% 9% 12%

Relative to equities 10% 20% 40% 60% 80%

We aim to cap volatility to indicative tolerance 
levels however, this cannot be guaranteed. 
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Our values

We are driven by our 
core company values and 
recognise that building 
lasting relationships is the 
key to delivering results  
to our clients.

We put our clients first.
We develop deep trust with our clients through  
detailed consultation, appropriate investment  
ideas and value-added services.

A good reputation is our most-valued currency.
Integrity and respect for client confidentiality 
are the basis of all our relationships.

Ideas are the engine of our business.
Our originality in the generation of quality ideas –  
for clients and for ourselves – positions us ahead  
of the global competition.

We are an entrepreneurial, hard-working culture.
We believe that highly qualified, motivated professionals 
working together in an entrepreneurial environment results 
in superior client service and shareholder value.

We strive for client intimacy.
The more detailed our understanding of our clients’ 
needs and objectives, the better positioned we are 
to meet them.

We are dedicated to creating exemplary 
shareholder value.
We are committed to aligning the interests of  
our people with fellow Canaccord Genuity  
shareholders through share ownership. We believe  
that ownership motivates the ideas and efforts that 
lead to value creation.

To us there are no foreign markets.™
Our clients benefit from our truly global perspective. 
We deliver insightful, actionable ideas from both local 
and international markets through our continued pursuit 
and evaluation of global opportunities.



N37º5’59”
 W8º8’33”

INVESTMENT OUTCOME
IMPROVING YOUR HANDICAP, PORTUGAL

We aim to deliver consistent, risk-
adjusted returns for your clients, 
enabling you to navigate a clear path 
to the green, avoiding the rough.

13GPS Optimized Portfolios
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Good reputations are built on 
expertise, experience, results 
and satisfied clients. We are 
proud that investors and the 
financial industry recognise 
the quality services we provide.

Accolades 
and awards



15GPS Optimized Portfolios

Please note that Awards received prior to 2013 were awarded to Collins Stewart Wealth Management, 
which was acquired by the Canaccord Genuity Group Inc. in 2012.

Portfolio Management

Shares Magazine Awards  
Best Wealth Manager – 2014 Winner

Citywealth Awards 
Investment Management Company of the Year, 
Isle of Man – 2015 Winner

Defaqto 5 Star Rating 
Optimized Portfolios - DFM (Managed Portfolio) – 2015

Defaqto 5 Star Rating 
Optimized Portfolios - DFM (Managed Portfolio) – 2014

City of London Wealth Management Awards 
Wealth Management Company of the Year - 2014 Winner

Incisive Media Gold Standard Award 
Optimized Portfolios -  
Discretionary Portfolio Management – 2013 Winner

Defaqto 5 Star Rating 
Optimized Portfolios -  
DFM (Model Portfolio Service) – 2013

Incisive Media Gold Standard Award 
Optimized Portfolios -  
Discretionary Portfolio Management – 2012 Winner

Money Marketing Financial Services Awards 
Best Discretionary Adviser – 2012 Winner

Defaqto 5 Star Rating 
DFM (Bespoke) – 2012

Advisory Broking

City of London Wealth Management Awards 
Best Advisory Service – 2015 Winner

City of London Wealth Management Awards 
Best Advisory Service – 2013 Winner

City of London Wealth Management Awards 
Best Advisory Service – 2012 Winner

Shares Magazine Awards 
Best Advisory Stockbroker – 2011 Winner

Financial Times/Investors Chronicle Investment Awards 
Best Stockbroker for Bonds – 2011 Winner
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Through its principal subsidiaries, Canaccord Genuity 
Group Inc. (the “Company”) is a leading financial  
services firm, with operations in two principal segments 
of the securities industry: wealth management and 
capital markets.

Since its establishment in 1950, the Company has 
been driven by an unwavering commitment to building 
lasting client relationships. We achieve this by generating 
value for our individual, institutional and corporate  
clients through comprehensive investment solutions, 
brokerage services and investment banking services.

Canaccord Genuity Group Inc. employs approximately 
2,000 people across the globe with over 50% of these 
employees owning shares in the company. 

The Company has offices in 10 countries worldwide, 
including wealth management offices located in the  
UK, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, Canada and Australia. 
Canaccord Genuity, the international capital markets 
division, operates in Canada, the UK, France, Ireland, 
Hong Kong, China, Singapore, Australia and Barbados.  
To us there are no foreign markets.™

Canaccord Genuity Group Inc. is publicly traded under the 
symbol CF on the Toronto Stock Exchange and the symbol 
CF. on the London Stock Exchange.

canaccordgenuity.com

About the Canaccord 
Genuity group



Contact
Our team is here to help with any questions you may have. 

United Kingdom 
41 Lothbury 
London 
EC2R 7AE

T: +44 (0)20 7523 4597 
E: intermediary@canaccord.com

canaccordgenuity.com

Important information

This document is directed at investors categorised as professional under the rules of the Financial Conduct Authority and is not 
intended for onward distribution to retail clients.

Investment involves risk. The investments discussed in this document may not be suitable for all investors. The value of investments 
and the income from them can go down as well as up and investors may not get back the amount originally invested. Past performance 
is not a guide to future performance.

Where investment is made in currencies other than the investor’s base currency, the value of those investments, and any income from 
them, will be affected by movements in exchange rates. This effect may be unfavourable as well as favourable.

The information contained herein is based on materials and sources that we believe to be reliable, however, Canaccord Genuity Wealth 
Management makes no representation or warranty, either expressed or implied, in relation to the accuracy, completeness or reliability 
of the information contained herein. All opinions and estimates included in this document are subject to change without notice and 
Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management is under no obligation to update the information contained herein. None of CGWM, its affiliates 
or employees shall have any liability whatsoever for any indirect or consequential loss or damage arising from any use of this material. 

This document is for information purposes only and is not to be construed as a solicitation or an offer to purchase or sell  
investments or related financial instruments. This has no regard for the specific investment objectives, financial situation or  
needs of any specific investor.

Global Portfolio Solutions (GPS) are a range of investment solutions developed by Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management to cover 
a variety of investment needs. Optimised Portfolio Solutions are some of the models that sit within this. This service was previously 
known as REMAP.

The tax treatment of all investments depends upon individual circumstances and may be subject to change. Investors should discuss 
their financial arrangements with their own tax adviser as the value of any tax reliefs available is subject to individual circumstances. 
Levels and bases of taxation may change.

Canaccord Genuity Wealth Management (“CGWM”) does not make any warranties, express or implied, that the products, securities or 
services mentioned are available in your jurisdiction. Accordingly, if it is prohibited to advertise or make the products, securities or 
services available in your jurisdiction, or to you (by reason of nationality, residence or otherwise) such products, securities or services 
are not directed at you.

CGWM and/or connected persons may, from time to time, have positions in, make a market in and/or effect transactions in any 
investment or related investment mentioned herein and may provide financial services to the issuers of such investments.

Canaccord Genuity Wealth Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, and is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Canaccord Genuity Group Inc. Registered office: 41 Lothbury, London, EC2R 7AE. Registered in England & Wales no. 02762351.



The company of the Canaccord Genuity group of companies through which products and services are offered may 
differ by location and service. See www.canaccordgenuitygroup.com/en/companies for more information.

canaccordgenuity.com
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